
DIAMOND JUBILEE YEAR FOR HATHERN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

 
The year 2006 marked a milestone in the history of the Hathern branch of the Women’s 

Institute as its 22 members celebrated their Diamond Jubilee at a dinner party in the Village 

Hall on April 18.th   

 

 
 

         Left to right: Rosemary Worsfold, Celia Harris, Val Carter, Mary Canning, Marjorie Yates. 

 

 
 

The Diamond Jubilee cake. 

 

 

The history of the WI goes back to 1897 as a result of Adelaide Hoodless of Stoney 

Creek, Ontarion, Canada.  The death of one of her children made her recognise her 

own lack of knowledge about infant feeding, and felt that there needed to be a 

mechanism for women to learn domestic skills. She and other women formed a 



branch of the Farmers’ Institute which allowed country women to meet and learn 

these and certain farming skills. In 1899 the government of Ontario appointed Laura 

Rose as the first organiser of its successor, the Women’s Institute.  The movement 

spread to Britain in 1915. During the Great War its members played an important role 

in increasing food production.  

 

Mrs. Smeeton of Meadow Farm presided over the Hathern WI’s first meeting in the 

Co-op Hall in November 1924.  Subsequent gatherings took place in the Charity 

Room near the Parish Church and these proved to be very lively and friendly affairs. 

There were frequent outings and joint events with neighbouring institutes when 

Hathern usually won most of the prizes, but during the Second World War the WI had 

to be suspended. 

 

In 1946 Hathern Women’s Institute was reborn with 45 new members. Mrs. Tickle 

was elected President, with Mrs. Mabel Swift as Secretary and Mrs. Brown as 

Treasurer.   

 

 
 

Back row : Peggy White, Amy Burrowes, Joyce Rowbotham, Kath Satterthwaite, Elsie Miller, Tilly 

Watt, Rose Farrer, Doris Exon, NellieGroves, Julia Screaton, Margaret Savage, Ellen Tollington, Lily 

Slack. 2nd row : Ruth Thompson, Maggie Backhurst, Gertie Thompson, Ellen Kelham, Bella 

Miller,Jean Cooper,Rose Hayes,Emily Cook,Eliza Roper,Aggie Branson,May Hunt, Avril Thompson.  

3rd row : Emma Thompson, Rose Jackson, Grace Miller, Alice Eyre, Mary Whieldon, Mabel 

Swift(Sec.), Ada Tickle(President), Ethel Atkinson(Vice President), Esther Brown(Treasurer), Elsie 

Davis, Doris Lawrence, Ellen Henson, Elizabeth Spencer, May Sheffield. Front : Betty Miller,Grace 

Papworth,Muriel Hayes,Doris Dennis,Elsie Monk,Vina Spencer,Dorothy Attenborough 

 



 
Carnival float in the 1930s, with Mrs. A Tickle, E. Woodfield, N. Groves, M. Swift, E. Burrowes. 

 

Membership rose to 57 by the following year and the first summer outing was to 

Mablethorpe.  Over the course of the past 60 years countless good times have been 

enjoyed at social evenings and day trips, and close friendships have formed between 

members. 

 

 

 
 

A celebration dinner to mark the 40th anniversary of Hathern WI. 

From left to right: Doris Dennis, Grace Miller, Rose Farrer, Barbara Benton. Grace, aged 83, was an 

member of the original Hathern WI. 

 

 



 
 

Hathern WI members at New Lodge Kegworth. 

From left to right: Lily Lowe, Barbara Benton, Betty Collin, Margaret Savage, Chris Hurt. 

 

Sheila Swift feels that the branch would benefit from attracting a few more members 

and that the WI has a lot to offer women of all ages.  In the past the organisation has 

come to be associated in the minds of many people with visions of ladies in large hats 

making jam and cakes to the strains of ‘Jerusalem.’ The WI is trying hard to promote 

a more positive image and, in reality, the hats have all gone and ‘Jerusalem’ is only 

sung nowadays on special occasions.  A wide variety of activities and interests is 

catered for by the individual and regional WI groups, and monthly meetings attract 

good speakers on a range of topics.  The WI’s own Denman College near Abingdon is 

a great asset and is open to any members or non-members who wish to attend courses, 

which run for a single day, a weekend or for a whole week at a time.  The programme 

in this year’s brochure contains something for everyone and includes cookery, 

genealogy, photography, needlecrafts, arts and crafts, music, aromatherapy and 

massage, ikebana and even Egyptian belly-dancing.  Sheila Swift has tutored classes 

at Denman in the past, and in 1977 she was the first member in Leicestershire to gain 

a credit pass in the National Federation WI specialist handicraft certificate.  Many 

members from Hathern have made good use of the College and continue to do so to 

this day. 

  

 
 

Denman College near Abingdon, available to WI members and non-members alike. 



 

An especially serious side to the WI movement is its involvement in social issues.  

Each branch can suggest a topic which is then debated at national level at the Annual 

Meeting, and resolutions that are passed are followed through.  Sometimes this 

involves active lobbying of Parliament and other bodies on issues such as World 

Poverty, GM food, healthy diets for children, human trafficking, the abolition of 

harmful chemicals from consumer products, the safeguarding of adult education and 

the promotion of sustainable energy sources.  It would be a very unwise politician 

indeed who chose to ignore the views of the WI, which has great influence in many 

quarters.  In addition to topics of national and international importance, the movement 

also supports local community projects; our group have recently planted daffodils on 

the grassy corner outside the Church and decorated trees for the Christmas Tree 

Festivals in 2004 and 2005.  

 

On a lighter note, Hathern members joined with other local institutes in 2003 to visit 

the cinema for a showing of the film ‘Calendar Girls.’  They all enjoyed it immensely 

and it was generally agreed that the portrayal of WI meetings was quite true to life.  

However, the ladies of our village have no immediate plans to launch a similar 

calendar. What a pity! 
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